
 

  

The holiday season is upon us 

and 2009 is drawing to a close. I 
am amazed how fast this year is 
flying by although I seem to say 

that every year!  As I reflect 
back on the first part of the 

school year, I can‘t help but be 
so proud of all that we accom-
plished together.  In November, 

we were fortunate to host our 
visiting author, Cheryl Harness, 

which was quite a treat!  The 
PTO also hosted our second  
assembly of the year with the 

―Prismatic Magic Laser Light 
Show,‖ which was quite impres-

sive.  We also held our first 
PTO/Teacher Meet & Greet that 
really fostered a strong spirit of 

teamwork within the group.  We 
plan to do another one in the 

Spring.  Lastly, we hosted  

Secret Shop the week of 
Thanksgiving, which is always a 
favorite for the kids.  Thanks to 

Kris Koseski, Jennifer Koza, and 
Kerry Majewski and their team 

for providing this shopping  
opportunity!   
 

Moving into December, we have 
two exciting contests:  Box 

Tops where one grade will win 
for sending in the most.  Stay 
tuned to see which three  

students will rule the school!  
Thanks to Beth Mullen and 

Marie Kiefer for leading the 
charge!  We also have a  
Market Day cookie dough con-

test – if each family buys just 
one container, we will raise 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL: JOHN HARLAN 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we begin to feel the warmth 
and happiness of the holiday 
season, I am very excited to 

share with you what we have 
started on a trial basis in the 5th 

and 6th grades.  At the end of 
the 1st Marking Period, the 5th 
and 6th grade teachers decided 

to hold a grade-level meeting in 

the all-purpose room.  These 

meetings are very similar to a 
morning meeting in which the 
students participate in daily.  

The grade-level meeting  
consists of a greeting,  

individual class sharing, a fun 
class activity and a Restorative 
Practice session.   Restorative 

Practices is a way for students 
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December 2009 FROM OUR PRESIDENT (continued) 

$2,200 for SFE!  You can also donate – 

see the flyer for details.  Another very 
exciting development is the creation of 
our first annual “SHOP HOP” that will 

be held on December 10th from 6:00—
9:00.  Please check out the PTO website 

for details on this exciting event! 
 

In the spirit of the holiday season, 

please know that I am thankful to be 
part of such a fantastic school with  
people who have passion for making SFE 

the best place for our kids to learn and 
grow.  Thanks to each of you for the role 

you play, you are making a difference.  
Have a great holiday season! 
 

Jennifer Ceslak 
SFPTO President 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL (continued) 

to express their problems and concerns 

as a whole group and find solutions to 
these problems.  It is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for children to take ownership of 

these issues and become part of the  
solution.  Most of the topics discussed 

during these sessions could be related 
back to the bigger idea of respecting 
each other.  We are thrilled with the  

response from the 5th and 6th grade  
students from our November gatherings. 

We will continue these grade-level meet-
ings at the end of a marking period or as 
needed to develop friendships and unity 

among our children.  If we continue to 
feel this is a worthwhile activity for our 

students, we will try to introduce the 
meetings to our 3rd and 4th graders in a 

more age-appropriate manner.    

In closing, this is just the beginning.  

Grade-level meetings will prove to be  
conducive in allowing our children to  

develop closer bonds with fellow class-
mates and have some genuine fun in the 
process.  It is yet another proactive  

approach in creating harmony in our 
school and providing the students with a 

safer learning environment.  I look  
forward to future meetings and seeing 
our students grow as responsible and 

respectful citizens of Sol Feinstone. 

 

Wishing you a safe, healthy and happy 

holiday season, 

 

Mr. Harlan 

Shopping at Amazon.com 

Did you know that you can order ALL YOUR holiday gifts through the Sol Feinstone 

PTO website and provide up to 10% cash back rewards to the school?  All you need to 
do is go to http://www.sfepto.com , click on the Amazon School Rewards link and 

start ordering!  The prices are the same, and although you won't see "Sol Feinstone" 
anywhere on the Amazon website, every dollar you spend contributes to the rewards 
the school gets back.  

 
Thanks for participating and supporting our school and kids!  Let the shopping begin!! 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=p9mvhddab.0.0.9os4q9bab.0&ts=S0431&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfepto.com%2F&id=preview
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It can be shocking and upsetting to learn that your child has gotten in trouble for picking on others 

or been labeled a bully.  As difficult as it may be to process this news, it's important to deal with 

it right away. Whether the bullying is physical or verbal, if it's not stopped it can lead to more  

aggressive antisocial behavior and interfere with your child's success in school and ability to form 

and sustain friendships. 

 

Understanding Bullying Behavior 

Kids bully for many reasons. Some bully because they feel insecure. Picking on someone who seems 

emotionally or physically weaker provides a feeling of being more important, popular, or in control. 

In other cases, kids bully because they simply don't know that it's unacceptable to pick on kids who 

are different because of size, athletic ability, academic performance, looks, race, or religion. 

 

In some cases bullying is a part of an ongoing pattern of defiant or aggressive behavior. These kids 

are likely to need help learning to manage strong emotions. They may not have the skills they need 

to cooperate with others.  Some kids who bully at school and in settings with their peers are copying 

behavior that they see at home.  Kids who are exposed to aggressive and unkind interactions in the 

family often learn to treat others the same way, and kids who are on the receiving end of taunting 

learn that bullying can translate into control over children they perceive as weak. 

 

Helping Kids Stop Bullying 

Let your child know that bullying is unacceptable and that there will be serious consequences if it 

continues. Try to understand the reasons behind your child's behavior.  In some cases, kids bully 

because they have trouble managing strong emotions like anger, frustration, or insecurity. In other 

cases, kids haven't learned cooperative ways to work out conflicts and understand differences.                                                                                 

Be sure to: 

 Take bullying seriously. Make sure your kids understand that you will not tolerate bullying at 

home or anywhere else. Establish rules about bullying and stick to them. If you punish your child 

by taking away privileges, be sure it's meaningful. For example, if your child bullies other kids via 

email, text messages, or a social networking site, dock phone or computer privileges for a period 

of time.  

 Teach kids to treat others with respect and kindness. Teach your child that it is wrong to 

ridicule differences (ie, race, religion, appearance, special needs, gender, economic status) and 

try to instill a sense of empathy for those who are different. 

 Learn about your child's social life. Look for insight into the factors that may be influencing 

your child's behavior in the school environment (or wherever the bullying is occurring). Talk with 

parents of your child's friends and peers, teachers, school counselors, and the school principal.  

 Encourage good behavior. Positive reinforcement can be more powerful than negative  

discipline. Catch your kids being good — and when they handle situations in ways that are  

constructive or positive, take notice and praise them for it.  

 Set a good example. Think carefully about how you talk around your kids and how you handle 

conflict and problems. If you behave aggressively — toward or in front of your kids — chances 

are they'll follow your example. Instead, point out positives in others, rather than negatives. 

 

Getting Help 

To help a child stop bullying, talk with teachers, school counselors, and other school officials who can 

help you identify situations that lead to bullying and provide assistance. Your doctor also might be 

able to help. If your child has a history of arguing, defiance, and trouble controlling anger, consider 

an evaluation with a therapist or behavioral health professional.  

                                                                                                                   

As difficult and frustrating as it can be to help kids stop bullying, remember that bad behavior won't 

just stop on its own. Think about the success and happiness you want your kids to find in school, 

work, and relationships throughout life, and know that curbing bullying now is progress toward those 

goals. 

 

Original source: Kids Health.org http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/behavior/no_bullying.html   

COUNSELOR’S CORNER WITH CRAIG MILLER December 2009 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/behavior/no_bullying.html
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Dear Parents, Students and Staff,  

 
 

     I hope you and your families had a pleasant November. I know many are look-
ing forward to the winter holidays just ahead!  Kindly note the following reminders 

on the district medication policy. 
 

Medication Policy Reminder 
     Our own school district physician, Dr. Harris, writes standing orders for several 

medications that nurses may administer in school. These include: Tylenol, Tums, 
Visine, Sterile Eye Irrigation Solution, Anbesol, Caladryl, Neosporin, Benadryl 

Cream, Hydrocortisone Cream, and Cough Drops. For anything other than these 
items, a district ‗medication form‘ is required, and the form must be signed by the 

parent and one of the following: a doctor, a physician‘s assistant, or a nurse practi-
tioner. In lieu of the form, we can also accept a copy of the prescription form or a 

faxed medication order signed by one of the above professionals. Our fax number is 

215-944-2497. 
  

     Please note, at the elementary school level, parents are required to transport all 
medication to and from school, and to sign the district medication form on arrival. 

And lastly, medication must be in the original labeled container. We cannot adminis-
ter anything from a baggie or envelope! 

 
     For your convenience, the district ‗medication form‘ may be accessed and 

printed from the nurse‘s webpage on the SFE website, and copies are also available 
on the shelves immediately outside the Health Office door.  

 
Coat Drive Follow Up 

 
     Once again, thanks so much to the SFE community for making the coat drive a 

terrific success this year!  We had over 100 coats donated for children and families 

in a neighboring school district. Thanks very much for your kind support of this  
worthy project. 

 
 

Most Sincerely, 
Mrs. Daniels 

 

NOTES FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE December 2009 
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PTO BULLETINS December 2009 

Sol Feinstone Elementary PTO Proudly Presents: 

Holiday Shop Hop in Newtown 

 
When:  Thursday, December 10, 2009 

6:00-10:00 PM 

Shop Hop map pickup 6:00 PM at Green Parrot  

Complimentary valet service provided at the Green Parrot 

***Cash Bar**** 

                     

                                                                                                                                         

        

Participating Stores offering special event only discounts!   

Light snacks will be served 

 

9:00 PM Raffle at Green Parrot 

Proceeds Support Sol Feinstone Elementary School 

Ticket Price-$20.00 per person - Please contact Lori Gettis for tickets 

lgettis@gsservicesrx.com       215-862-2723 

mailto:lgettis@gsservicesrx.com
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PTO BULLETINS December 2009 

Cash Back Program  
Beth Mullen (brmullen@yahoo.com)  

Marie Kiefer (kieferfamily9@comcast.net)  
   

Fall Box Top Contest 

Here is your chance to RULE THE SCHOOL! 

 

Three students from the grade level that collects the most Box Tops will be 
chosen at random to be Principal for a day with Principal Harlan!!! 

Please submit Box Tops in an envelope marked SFPTO-Cash Back Program.    
You must submit at least one Box Top to be eligible.  Be sure to note the 

student’s name & grade level.   

Box Tops can be found on your favorite General Mills, Ziploc, Hefty, Juicy Juice,  

YoPlait, Viva, Cottenelle, Kleenex, Green Giant, Betty Crocker, Old El Paso, Pills-
bury, and Kimberly-Clark products, as well as many other products listed on the 

Box Top website at www.boxtops4education.com.  Either drop the envelope in the 

Cash Back Program collection box in the foyer of the school or end it into your 
child‘s classroom.  Let‘s make our Fall contest a huge success for SFE!!   Contest 

ends on Dec. 4th. 

Have you registered you Genuardis Club Card at eScrip? 

Raise $ for our school each time you shop at Genuardis using your store club card.  
Simply go to www.ecrip.com, click on ―sign up,‖ enter your Genuardi Club Card # 

and the Sol Feinstone Group # ID 6630629. Spend a few minutes to register now, 
and you will earn $ for your child‘s school all year long while you shop!  Those who 

have participated in previous years will be automatically renewed so you can con-
tinue supporting SFE.    

Please continue to send in ACME receipts and Labels for Education. 

You can register your Target card at www.target.com with their Take Charge of 

Education Program.  Use the Sol Feinstone ID# 893453.33. 

Thanks so much for your support! 

mailto:brmullen@yahoo.com
mailto:kieferfamily9@comcast.net
http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.ecrip.com
http://www.target.com
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/images/boxtops.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/helpstars.html&usg=___-u0FcTu-jvUJsMKsZ5BQ49KJhc=&h=432&w=432&sz=71&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=1g0SUeXuilKq4M:&tbnh=126&tbnw=126&prev=/i
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/images/boxtops.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/helpstars.html&usg=___-u0FcTu-jvUJsMKsZ5BQ49KJhc=&h=432&w=432&sz=71&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=1g0SUeXuilKq4M:&tbnh=126&tbnw=126&prev=/i
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/images/boxtops.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.orange.k12.nc.us/PE/helpstars.html&usg=___-u0FcTu-jvUJsMKsZ5BQ49KJhc=&h=432&w=432&sz=71&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=1g0SUeXuilKq4M:&tbnh=126&tbnw=126&prev=/i
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PTO BULLETINS December 2009 

Birthday Books 

Jeanne Markey 215-321-5017 
Karen Mealey  215-493-8658 

The following students have recently celebrated their birthdays by donating books to the 

library: 

 

   John Costalas   Lara Davies    Sabrina Green 

   Lauren Mish   Allison Reinhardt   Emma Riley 

   Evan Riley    Alexander Sagolla   Kendall Scott 

   Ethan Vegotsky   Harry Wasnak   Sam Wasnak 

 

We thank these children and their families for their lasting gift to Sol Feinstone‘s library. 

              Market Day 
              Clancy Strobel (msclancy@comcast.net) 

 
Cookies Can Make a Difference!  

We have teamed up with Market Day to have a special cookie dough sale.  The proceeds from 
the sale will not only support our SFE children, but the Penndel Food Pantry as well. 
 

What the Product Is:  Market Day frozen cookie dough is produced by Otis Spunkmeyer, so 
it is super yummy!  There are 10 flavors from which to choose, each containing 4 dozen 

chunks of dough.  This is convenient!  You can bake just a few and freeze the rest, or bake 
the whole 48.  The Holiday Shapes sugar cookies is a box of 3 dozen pre-made shapes and 

contains white icing so decorating is a snap. 
 
Goal & Reward:  Each class is charged will selling 25 boxes of cookie dough.  Each class 

(grades K-4) who reaches this goal will get a book of their choice read to them by Mr. 
Harlan.  5th and 6th grade classes will get a Q&A/sharing session with him. 

 
How it Works:  There are 3 ways to participate…. 
1) Complete the Cookie order form and return with cash or a check made out to Market Day. 

2) Order online at Marketday.com and pay with Visa or pay when you pick-up the order. 
3) Order cookies with your ―regular‖ Market Day order, either a paper order or online.  In this 

case, you do not need to complete the cookie order form. 
 
Giving Dough:  We are collecting funds to support the Penndel Food Pantry.  If you send in 

cash, checks (Made out to Market Day), or loose change, we will purchase cookie dough with 
it and donate it to the Food Pantry.  There will be a ―cookie jar‖ in each classroom for your 

child to add to for this effort.  This is a great way for your children to get into the Holiday 
spirit of giving.  The funds collected in this manner go toward the 25 boxes/class goal. 
 

Free Delivery:  How can you beat this???  You don‘t even have to come to school to pick up 
your order.  PTO elves will deliver your cookie dough order to your house!  We won‘t be com-

ing down any chimneys though. 

ORDERS AND DONATIONS ARE DUE BY TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

 Thank you so much for your support!!!    

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i246.photobucket.com/albums/gg100/Userhasbeencancelled/chocolate_chip.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sodahead.com/living/whats-your-favorite-cookie/question-597919/&usg=__kEsk037eC2AeKQRQNOQtDsZi75s=&h=326&w=300&sz

