
 

  

February is here and the school 

year continues to fly by.  It 
seems hard to believe that the 

academic year has passed the 

halfway mark.  Despite the cold 
January weather, many families 

left the warmth of their homes 

and work places to visit class-
rooms during Council Rock Edu-

cation Week, participate in the 

Mother-Son Sports Challenge 

Night, and attend the Harlem 
Wizards game.  Student got a 

„surprise‟ visit from two Harlem 

Wizards players at the pep rally 
preceding the game.  Thanks go 

to the Hospitality Committee, 

Family Activities Committee, 

and the executive board for 
making all these events run suc-

cessfully.  More thanks go to all 

of the SFE staff who played on 
our basketball dream team and 

to those who cheered the play-

ers on.  Special thanks also go 
to the game‟s volunteer refe-

rees, Rob Herbert and his son 

Pat. 
 

CRSD Superintendent, Mark 

Klein, spoke at the January PTO 
meeting.  He addressed solu-

tions for improving Sol Fein-

stone‟s building security.  A plan 

should be implemented by the 
start of the next school year and 

will include the locking of the 

school‟s front doors following 
arrival of the buses.  All visitors 

to the school will enter through 

the side of the building in a 

newly designated office space 
monitored by a member of the 

Front Office Staff.  More details 

are available upon request. 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL: JOHN HARLAN 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

February is upon us and what a 

busy month it is.  We have new 
programs starting, the school 

play, Valentine‟s Day Parties, 

the Father/Daughter Dance, and 

of course…the 5th grade PSSA 
Writing tests.  First, let me give 

you the low down on two after-

school programs that may be of 
interest to you. 

Miss Smith, one of our 1st grade 

teachers, will run an after-
school dance program starting 

on Tuesday, March 3rd.  This 

class will only be offered to our 
5th and 6th graders.  The dance 

program will consist of two 

forms of dancing, Zumba® and 
hip hop. Zumba® fuses Latin 

rhythms and easy-to-follow 

moves to create a dance/fitness 

program.   
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February 2009 FROM OUR PRESIDENTS (continued) 

A new afterschool program is coming to 

SFE this month.  Young Rembrandts, 
a drawing and cartooning program, will 

offer classes starting at the end of the 

month.  More details can be found on 
page 8, in the e-Friday folder, and on 

the PTO website (www.SFEPTO.com).  

Space is limited so enroll early. 
 

Other exciting PTO events to look for 

during the month of February include 

the Lollipop sale (February 9th -12th  

during lunch) and the much anticipated  

Father-Daughter Dance (February 27th).  
Details can be found on the PTO  

website. 

 
Have a great month! 

 

Deb Emery and Kim Gibbons 
SFE PTO Co-Presidents 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL (continued) 

The routines feature interval training 

sessions with fast and slow rhythms. 
Dancers will follow along and repeat 

dance steps that will develop coordina-

tion and cardiovascular health.  The rou-
tines will be developmental for 5th and 

6th grade girls and boys. No previous 

dance experience is needed.  All ses-
sions will take place on Tuesdays from 

3:45-4:45 p.m. and will continue until 

the end of the year.  Please look for the 

permission slip to sign-up for this unique 
opportunity to dance either in your 

child‟s take-home folder or on our school 

web-site in the E-Friday Folder. 
 

Next, I am pleased to announce the first 
ever after-school drawing class at Sol 

Feinstone.  Young Rembrandts has part-

nered up with our PTO to teach students 
the fundamental skill of all visual arts 

drawing.  We are offering two sessions a 

week.  The first session will meet every 

Monday from 3:45-4:45 p.m. starting on 
February 23rd and is a Cartooning Class 

for Grades 4-6.  The second session will 

meet every Tuesday from 3:45-4:45 
p.m. starting on February 24th and is an 

Elementary Drawing Class for Grades K-

3.  To find out more about these won-
derful programs and for enrollment  

information, please go to our school 

website in the E-Friday Folder.   

Finally, 5th grade is preparing to take the 

writing portion of the PSSA from Febru-
ary 9th-12th.  Make-ups are the following 

week, February 17th-20th.  The tests con-

sist of three writing prompts and an  
assessment on conventions-spelling, 

grammar, paragraphing, and sentence 

structure.  The prompts the students  

respond to could be one of three genres: 
informational, persuasive, or narrative.  

Please make sure the children are well-

rested and ready to show off their  
writing skills!!! 

Again, February is an action-packed 
month that will be over in a blink of an 

eye.  So sit back, relax, buckle up, and 

enjoy the ride!!! 

Have a Fantastic February, 

Mr. Harlan 

http://www.sfepto.com/
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20 Ways to Foster Values in Children 

"There are little eyes upon you and they're watching night and day. 

There are little ears that quickly take in every word you say. 

There are little hands all eager to do everything you do. 

And a little child who's dreaming of the day he'll be like you." 

-- author unknown 

What are values and why do we need them?                                                                                                    

They are cherished beliefs and standards for right and wrong. They provide direction and meaning to 
life. Values inspire constructive behavior. 

What values do you consider most important? 

The following is a starting place for creating your own list of values: compassion, generosity, helpful-
ness, wisdom, forgiveness, courtesy, punctuality, thriftiness, truthfulness, self-respect, obedience, 
patience, responsibility, dependability, cooperation, honesty, fairness, kindness, tolerance, humility, 

self-discipline, loyalty, courage, self-assurance, sportsmanship, gratitude, creativity, joyfulness, mo-
tivation, perseverance, faithfulness, knowledge, respectfulness… 

How can you instill values in your child? 

1. Read and discuss stories that support your beliefs.  

2. Monitor your child's media exposure that can undermine parental influence and the development of 
moral standards for behavior.  

3. Share your approval when praiseworthy behavior is portrayed in the media and/or in real life, and dis-
cuss your displeasure when corrupt behavior is displayed.  

4. Comment on your child's admirable conduct. For example, "Johnny, you were being dependable when 
you fed the dog without being reminded." "When you helped Mrs. Jones pick up sticks in her yard, you 
were doing a good deed and showing her you cared."  

5. Name your own commendable actions. For example, "I was honest when I told the clerk she had given 
me too much change." "I recycle items because we need to do our part to protect the environment."  

6. Be polite and considerate toward others.  

7. Do what you say you will do.  

8. Share your time, talents and possessions.  

9. Set goals and complete difficult tasks.  

10. Display warmth, support, encouragement, and consistency toward your child.  

11. Set high but reasonable standards for your child's behavior.  

12. Listen respectfully to your child's ideas and feelings.  

13. Answer your child's questions.  

14. Offer your child choices.  

15. Take time to have fun with your child. For example, play games, read, pretend, look at family photos, 
share dreams, attend events, participate in sports or hobbies, or volunteer for worthy causes.  

16. Agree on family rules and live by them. For example, the television is off during family meals; we are 
kind to each other; we do not use profanity.  

17. Divide chores and work together on family projects.  

18. Participate in religious activities and/or be faithful to religious or moral beliefs.  

19. Consider how your family spends its time and money by asking yourself, "In my child's eyes, what does 
my family value most?"  

20. Remember that your child will adopt the values you demonstrate daily.  

 

Used by permission of the author, Leah Davies, and selected from the Kelly Bear website [www.kellybear.com] 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER WITH CRAIG MILLER February 2009 
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Physical and Dental Forms Due NOW!! 

 

Dear Parents,         

    Please note that school physical and dental forms are due NOW for this school year.  

Several reminder letters have been sent, but still no response from many parents.  If your 

child has had a physical or dental within the last year, you may submit a form dated from 
that appointment.  But please note: immunization requirements for 2009 for 7th graders 

includes a dose of meningitis vaccine and an additional Tdap.  

    Parents are asked to remember, as in previous years, field trip privileges, and possibly 

final report cards, may be withheld if the required forms are not received in the Health  
Office. The Pennsylvania state requirements are the following: 

§ Physical Exam forms are required for ALL of the following: 

§ K or 1st grade (the year of school entry) 

§ 6th grade 

§ out of state transfers this year 

§ Dental Exam forms are required for ALL of the following: 

§ K or 1st grade (the year of school entry) 

§ 3rd grade 

§ out of state transfers this year 

     Your prompt response to this reminder would be much appreciated. For your conven-

ience, forms may be accessed and printed from the „nurse‟ webpage on the SF school  
website, and may be faxed to school to #215 944 2497. 

                           Thank you, 

                          Mrs. Daniels 

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE February 2009 
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Transition to Newtown Middle School 

Ellen Petri  

SFE PTO Middle School Liaison 

215-598-8254           

 

To make the transition to Newtown Middle School a smooth and enjoyable experience for 
parents and students, upcoming events are being offered to SFE 6th grade families. Soon, 

you will be receiving a letter from Newtown Middle School Principal Hollahan, along with a 

Program Planning Guide for the 2009-2010 academic year.  I will send you a follow-up 

note to ensure everyone has received this information by March 1st. 

 

The next step in this transition process is a parents’ meeting on Wednesday, March 

11, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the NMS auditorium.  This meeting will provide information re-
garding the middle school day, next year‟s course selection, co-curricular activities, and 

other items of interest.  It is highly informative and beneficial, especially for those of us 

who are about to have a child in middle school for the first time.  Additionally, parent vol-

unteer sign-up sheets will be available (the only other opportunity for sign-up will be at 
Back to School night in September).  If you cannot attend, please make arrangements to 

get the information from someone who will be there or call me.  Plan to arrive early 

and/or carpool.  Parking is limited! 

 

Please mark your calendars.  If you have questions, please feel free to call me. 

PTO BULLETINS February 2009 

FUNDRAISING 
  

Our Valentine‟s Day lollipop fundraiser is fast approaching!  A favorite of 

the kids (and why not, extra sugar at lunchtime and a chance to buy 

Valentine‟s treats for friends and family)!  It will run during lunch from 
Monday, February 9th to Thursday, February 12th.  Each lollipop costs  

50 cents, and we will once again have both sweet hearts and sour 

lips!!  So remember to pack some extra quarters in your child‟s 

lunchbox, the week of February 9th! 
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PTO BULLETINS February 2009 

Birthday Books 

Cassandra Lockett 215-369-0191 

Karen Mealey  215-493-8658 

 

The following students have recently celebrated their birthdays by donating books 

to the library: 

 

    Sarah Block   Lauren DeMicoli   Tia Farese 

    Evan Erman   Brandon Heese   Sonia Goldberg 

    Zoe Goldberg   Tommy Kelly   Chantz Bryce Kouveras 

    Brian Leinheiser  Molly Sproul   Jenna Wagner  

 

We thank these children and their families for their lasting gift to Sol Feinstone‟s 

library. 

Great American Fundraiser 

April 18, 2009 

Submitted by Ed Tate [ed@kroegerpr.com] 

 

Everyone can participate in this year‟s Great American Fundraiser, parents and neighbors included, 
not just SFE students. The event, which will be held April 18 in Tyler State Park, centers on a 5K 
run/walk with a one-mile fun run for the youngest. 

Proceeds will go to Athletes Helping Athletes, a program involving many CRSD students.  It pro-
vides financial support for Special Olympics and Special Needs programs across Bucks County, plus 
“community support for the special athletes through their inclusion in local school athletic functions, 
including the opportunity to serve as Honorary Team Captains at home games.” 

PTO members are needed April 18 to help with refreshments and other support services, among 
them potentially even a picnic with added fundraising potential. Of course, those with extra energy 
can do the 5K. 

GAF is held annually by our school‟s student council.  Advisors this year are Ms. Potoka, Mr. Spack, 
and Mr. Oldfield.  If you‟d like to volunteer, please contact them or PTO liaison Ed Tate 

(ed@kroegerpr.com). 

Last year‟s event raised more than $8,500 for Lifegiving Water, a locally connected charity. Our gift 
was more than enough to build a permanent well for a village in Zambia. In 2007, teams of Sol 
Feinstone students ran lemonade stands in their neighborhoods and raised nearly $5,000 for  
pediatric cancer research. 

mailto:ed@kroegerpr.com


 

7 

PTO BULLETINS February 2009 

Family Activities Committee Update 

Jennifer Ceslak  

(215-504-5688) 

Father/Daughter Dance: 

The FAC is excited to announce that the annual Father/Daughter Dance will be held 

at SFE on Friday, February 27th from 6:30-9:00pm.  We have made the decision to 
hold the price to $25 per family no matter how many daughters come!  We want 

to be sensitive given the economic conditions and give families with multiple 

daughters a bit of a price break.  The price includes dinner catered by Gabriel‟s and 

dessert as well as dancing, a keepsake photo, and a really cool T-shirt (wait till you 
see this year‟s version!).  The flyer for this event has been distributed and can also 

be found on the PTO Website.  Please note that you must be registered to attend so 

be sure to RSVP as soon as possible so we can get an accurate headcount.  This 
event brings out over 650 people so you can imagine how important your RSVP is! 

  

New FAC Chair Needed!: 
We will need a new FAC Chair for the 09/10 school year due to the fact that I will 

be assuming responsibility as PTO President.  Please know that this committee  

consists of a group of fantastic people with a  great deal of experience to guide the 

new Chair(s) through the transition year.  Plus, I‟m not going anywhere!  Next year 
is a critical year because it is the last year at SFE for several of our seasoned mem-

bers as their children will be heading to NMS.  They have agreed to stay on the 

committee for their final year so this is great news!   
  

After four years of experience on this committee, I can honestly say it has been 

one of the most rewarding SFE experiences I have had.  It‟s not that hard, every-
thing is documented and there is a great group of people who have passion for  

providing fun things for our school community to enjoy.  Here is a list of active FAC 

members if you‟d like to speak to them if you have interest or questions.  I have 

also made note of those who are moving onto NMS after the 09/10 school year with 
an (*). 

§ Karen Boyd 

§ Diane Cozzarin* 
§ Deanna Goulazian 

§ Violet Mazlin 

§ Karen Mealey 
§ Jeannie Palmieri 

§ Chris Parker* 

§ Jane Willenbucher 
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PTO BULLETINS 

Cartooning Drawing Session 

Grades 4-6 

While cartooning is fun and engaging, children will gain mastery in a unique 

drawing style, and improve their core learning skills.  Cartoon lessons teach 

children how to create new cartoon characters, draw action, movement and 

sound, draw expressions, and convey moods.  

 

Limited Enrollment 

Elementary Drawing Session 

Grades K-3 

Young Rembrandtsõ acclaimed drawing method teaches children to break 

down complex objects into basic foundational shapes.  As they learn how to 

deconstruct and reconstruct images, the experience, repetition and variety  

of engaging and relevant subject matter brings them to increased levels of  

mastery in drawing and in life! 

Grades: Kñ3 Elementary Class:   

  Tuesday 3:45pmñ4:45pm 

  Session 1ñ February 24 to March 31 

  Session 2ñApril 14 to May 26 

                 (no class on May 19) 

Grades: 4ñ6 Cartooning Class: 

  Monday 3:45pmñ4:45pm 

  Session 1ñFebruary 23 to March 30 

  Session 2ñApril 13 to May 18 

                   (no class when school is closed) 

Sol Feinstone Elementary 

 

 

  Young Rembrandts 

Questions? 215-675-8878                      www.youngrembrandts.com/buxmont-pa 


