The Owl’s

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On behalf of the Executive
Board, I would like to welcome
the teachers, children and par-
ents back to school! A special
welcome goes out to the new
families who are joining our
wonderful SFE community as
well as our principal Mr. Harlan,
who is kicking off his first official
year as our fearless leader!

At this point, we have one
month under our belts and it's
been a busy one. We kicked off
the year with a bang at the Back
to School picnic and we thank
everyone for such strong atten-
dance. Family Movie Night was
held on 9/25 and was a great
success. The Family Activities
Committee has done a great job
of helping us get reacquainted
and excited for the coming year.
October is lining up to be a very

We have
Bingo Night on 10/9 and the

fun month as well.

Haunted Hayride on 10/16.
Check out further details on the
PTO website.

Back to School Night was a
great success across each
grade level and truly a reflec-
tion of the hard work and
dedication of our teachers. Our
children are certainly in very
good hands. By the way, did
you notice those fancy Smart
Boards in each classroom? Our
PTO was largely responsible for
funding them and we are
making plans to fund the
remaining classrooms that were
added over the summer. This
is a great example of our PTO
dollars hard at work!

Continued on page 2

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL:

Dear Parents and Guardians:

I am proud to announce to our
SFE school community the
return of Family Groups. As you
know, for the past two years our
students and teachers have
been involved in a program
called Families, which helps our
children become more
acquainted with other adults
and students in the building.

JOHN HARLAN

Once a month, students meet
for 45 minutes with their family
group of various ages. This
program has been highly
successful and students and
teachers look forward to our
meetings each month.

Last school year, we imple-
mented some changes to the
program we felt would help in
making Families even more

Continued on page 2
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT (continued)

We are fortunate to have a very strong
PTO full of fantastic volunteers who
make a difference every day. Our goal
is to expand this group of volunteers so
we can generate new ideas and
strengthen the ones we already have.
We also want to make the PTO a fun
place to be! Therefore, we are holding
our first annual kick off meeting on
Thursday, October 15 at 9:15 am in
the All Purpose Room. Please bring a
friend and enjoy food, friends, and have
your voice heard! If you are not already
a member of the PTO, be sure to pick up
a Welcome Packet from the bins outside

October 2(-

of the office or download one from the
PTO website. If you have any questions,
please refer to the complete list of PTO
Executive Board Members (page 8) and
Committee Chairs (page 9).

Thanks in advance for your strong
support of the SF PTO. We are excited
about the coming school year and look
forward to seeing you around the school!

Sincerely,

Jennifer Ceslak
PTO President

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL (continued)

meaningful for students. First, we
decreased the number of students in
each family group from 25 to 15.
Second, we added more cooperative
activities focusing in on team-building
and working together to accomplish a
common goal. Finally, we decided to
have a September Kick-Off Meeting/Pep
Rally to introduce Family Groups to the
entire school and create some excite-
ment for all our students.

This year we are confident our Families
will be better than ever. For the 2009-
2010 school year, we decided to keep
our same Families from last year. For
example, if your child had Mr. Kinkead
as their family group teacher, they
would have him again along with the
same students in their family group from
last year. We feel this will be conducive
in allowing our students to be more
comfortable and cared for at Sol Fein-
stone. We want to make sure our school
community feels even more like an
“extended family.”

The goal as always is for our students to
be engaged in valuable learning experi-
ences, focus on building school commu-
nity, and sharing learning experiences
across grade levels with each other. If
you have any questions about our
Families, please contact Mr. Harlan at
your convenience.

Don't forget to check out all our Families
listed in the SFE PTO Student Directory
and a bulletin board titled “Family
Portraits” with pictures of every family
group in our school coming soon!!!

We can't wait to see our families
continue to grow throughout the school
year!!!

Sincerely,

Mr. Harlan and the Sol Feinstone
Families Committee




COUNSELOR’S CORNER WITH CRAIG MILLER October 2.

Understanding the School Counselor-Parent Connection

All students can learn. A student who is troubled, however, cannot learn as easily. School
counselors can help. Divorce, substance abuse, child abuse, poverty, violence, and suicidal
thoughts are among the social stressors placing numerous students at-risk of educational
failure and dropping out of school. Early intervention is essential, and parents and guardi-
ans play a vital role. A guidance program that provides direct services and is directed by a
professionally trained school counselor is a critical component of a school’s prevention
efforts.

As a parent, your past experiences with a school counselor may be vastly different than
what your child will have. Today, school counselors are certified, specially trained mental
health professionals who focus on prevention and wellness though a counseling program
that meets the needs of all students, not just a few. The counseling program addresses
three areas: academic, career, and personal/social. School counselors advocate, mediate,
coordinate, consult, and collaborate with teachers, administrators, and parents to help
students be successful. But just what do school counselors do?

Today’s school counselors:

e Develop a guidance plan based on a school needs assessment

e Counsel students individually and/or in groups

e Provide systematic and developmental classroom lessons to all students
e Respond to student needs in crisis situations

¢ Orient students to new school settings

e Work with absentees and other at-risk students

e Refer students to special programs and/or services when necessary

e Coordinate efforts with other school specialists

e Conduct conferences with parents and facilitate parent information sessions
e Coordinate staff support activities

e Adhere to ethical and legal standards

e Pursue continuous professional growth and development

e Conduct evaluations of the guidance program

School counselors do not:

e Discipline
e Negatively judge or blame students or parents
e Share things that are confidential

All of these activities and duties can make a real difference in students lives, improving
their self-understanding and self-confidence, motivation, decision-making, goal-setting,
planning and problem solving, interpersonal relationships, communication skills, respect for
others, and more.

Contacting the School Counselor

Parents contact a school counselor to help their children with a variety of issues, such as
academic achievement; orientation and transition; special needs; peer relationships; stu-
dent crisis situations; and family transitions.

Continued on page 4




COUNSELOR’S CORNER (continued) October 2.

When contacting a school counselor, parents often have many obstacles to overcome, such
as culture, language, their own bad experiences in school, a lack of understanding, or feel-
ing intimidated. Some parents may feel if they speak up and disagree with educators, their
child will have a harder time at school. Work schedules can also be barriers to meeting with
your child’s school counselor. However, schools encourage and depend upon parental
involvement, and the school counselor is the primary contact for many parents in connect-
ing with the school. By focusing on parents’ concerns and respecting why these concerns
matter to you, school counselors offer options. Parents and counselors share information,
an important part of establishing a helping relationship.

Studies have shown that children have greater academic achievement when their parents
are involved in their education. Motivation, positive attitudes about self, and sense of
control over their environment improve with parental involvement in the schools. You, the
parent, are the most important resource for the school counselor and others. Your involve-
ment is critical in helping your child to be successful. Ask the school counselor how you can
be more involved in what is happening with your child’s education.

(Or ask me anything at all. I am here to help. —C.M.)
Original source Brenda Melton, M.Ed., LPC at ASCA Website

Foreign Language Program - FLEX

Donna DeSimone
(Donna@Kirkslane.com)

In today’s multicultural society, a foreign language component in the education of
our children is essential. Research has shown that children who have studied
foreign language in elementary school show greater cognitive development and
may score higher on standardized tests.

Bucks County Community College is offering Foreign Language Classes at Sol
Feinstone. The program is called FLEX. Spanish, French, and Chinese are
currently scheduled to begin in early October. We have had requests for German,
but need to determine how many students are interested.

The classes run before school on Monday and Wednesday mornings. If you are
interested, please check out the e-Friday folder on the website or contact Donna
DeSimone at Donna@Kirkslane.com.




NOTES FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE October 2C-

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students:

I hope that you had a restful and enjoyable summer and that your family is
settling into the new school year well. Below is information on a few topics that I
hope will be of interest and assistance to you and your families.

Good Hygiene Messages- There is a school-wide effort to increase the good hygiene
messages to all students, staff, and visitors at school. Hand washing/ hygiene
lessons have already been presented to all students K through 6™, and homework
was sent home on the same topic. Colorful posters may be found in all classrooms to
remind everyone to cover coughs and sneezes and to wash hands frequently.
Students are also reminded to wash hands several times during the day.

Medications in school- If your child requires a daily or an occasional medication,
whether it is over the counter OR prescription, and if it is anything other than Tyle-
nol, Tums or various creams kept in the Health Office, a doctor’s order is required.
Children are NOT permitted to carry any medication to or from school. An adult
must do this, and must sign the permission form at the time they bring the medica-
tion to the nurse. Kindly visit the ‘Nurse’ webpage, on the SF website, for more
detailed information on the district medication policy. There is also a link to print the
medication form, if needed.

Physical and Dental Forms, and Immunization Dates- Please remember to return
Physical and Dental exam forms as soon as possible. And, if you have been con-
tacted for immunization dates, these are also needed as soon as possible. For infor-
mation on which grade levels need Physical and Dental forms, and for links to print
the forms, please visit the ‘Nurse’ webpage on the SF website.

Fax Number- For the convenience of your doctor, dentist, and yourselves, our fax
number is 215-944-2497.

Webpage- Please visit the ‘Nurse’ webpage on the SFE website. Information is there
on the following: return to school after iliness, the letter from Mr. Kline and Mrs.
Smith, physical and dental exam information, health screenings, medication policy,
nut-safe snack suggestions, and also information from Chartwells for the (easy)
ordering of food for classroom parties.

Thanks very much, and welcome back!!

Mrs. Daniels




PTO BULLETINS
Photo Fundraising Website

Are you technology savvy and have an
interest in photography?

If so, the PTO NEEDS YOU! We're
launching a Photo Fundraising Website
and need a coordinator for this activ-
ity. It is a great way to get involved
and support your child's school.

Contact Janet Dotson at
janet_dotson@yahoo.com or
215-321-0277 for more information
and to sign up!

October 2.

School Portrait Day Volunteers

We need you to make a great
impression! We need volunteers to
help on October 16th for Picture Day.

Shifts start at 9:00 am and run
approximately 2 hours long.
Responsibilities include leading
children to the picture-taking

area, answering questions,
straightening collars, and providing
combs for quick touch-ups.

If you are interested in helping your
kids create quality portraits, please
contact Jennifer Glazer at jennifer-
glazer@comcast.net or 267-392-

5554. I look forward to hearing from
you and thank you in advance.

Fundraising
Lori Gettis, Nancy Kovacavich, and Kimberly Smith
kimsmi@verizon.net (215-321-7072)

Sally Foster Sale

We will have a last call for The Sally Foster Sale on October 1, 2009. Please submit your
orders as soon as possible. We earn 50% for every order placed. Checks for catalog or-

ders are payable to SF PTO.

YOU CAN ALSO SHOP ONLINE AND TELL OTHERS ABOUT OUR FUNDRAISER WITH THE
FAST AND EASY SALLY FOSTER EMAIL PROGRAM. Go to the sellers selection on
www.SallyFoster.com and be sure to use our school account # 862820.

With your help, we're looking forward to our best fundraiser ever! Please contact us if you

need additional catalogs or have any questions.

Kidstuff Coupon Books

Coupon books have been distributed - one to each family. If you have not received your
book, please contact us and we will be glad to provide you with one right away. Sol
Feinstone earns a 50% profit on each book you sell!

Please collect a payment of $25 for each book you sell. For every 5 books you sell, you
receive a book for FREE! If you do not wish to take advantage of this opportunity, simply

return the book.

Please return your check (payable to SF PTO) and order form to your child's teacher by

Friday, October 2nd.
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PTO BULLETINS Octobal 2-

Sol Feinstone Cash Back Program
Beth Mullen (brmullen@yahoo.com)
Marie Kiefer (kieferfamily9@comcast.net)

Sol Feinstone PTO raises money for our school through passive fundraising. The
following are several easy ways you can help support our school:

= Raise $ for our school throughout the year each time you shop at Genuardis
using your store club card. Simply go to www.escrip.com, click on “sign up,”
enter your Genuardi Club Card # and the Sol Feinstone Group ID #6630629.

> &
A

= You can also register your Visa, Mastercard, American Express & Diners Club
Cards with eScrip. Earn $ while you shop on line at stores including Gap, Old
Navy, Target, ebay, Petsmart, and Barnes & Noble. Visit the eScrip web site
for a complete listing of participating vendors.

= Lots of $ can be made through the Box Top Program. Box Tops are found
on General Mills products, including Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, El Paso,
Kleenex, Ziploc, and many other products. We will have two contests
during the school year, so please start saving up those Box Tops!

% TORS)
\ |
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— Both ACME and McCaffrey will give cash back to our school when we turn in
store receipts. We also collect Campbell Labels for Education, Tyson
ABC123 red labels, and Market Day UPC codes. Please put the store
receipts and labels in an envelope marked Cash Back Program. Send the
envelope into the school or drop the envelope in the Cash Back collection box
located in the foyer of the school.

—> Register your Target card at www.target.com with their Take Charge of
Education Program. Use the Sol Feinstone ID# 893453.33.

Thanks so much for your support!



mailto:brmullen@yahoo.com
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PTO BULLETINS

Birthday Books

—

Jeanne Markey 215-321-5017 E
Karen Mealey 215-493-8658

.

The following students have recently celebrated their birthdays by donating books

to the library:

Marissa Bradley Dylan Ceslak Derek Czekaj
Andreas Makris Rachel McDermott Drew Palmieri
Jackson Parker Shelby Reed Graham Sendak
Nicholas Taylor Alexander Topalovich Tommi Viola

Luke Walstrum

We thank these children and their families for their lasting gift to Sol Feinstone’s

library.

PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD—2009/2010

President Jennifer Ceslak 215-504-5688 jceslak@comcast.net
President Elect Cari Grundman 215-862-6816 tcgrundman@comcast.net
Secretary Kris Rogerson 215-598-0390 kristirogerson@comcast.net
Treasurer Dawn Strivieri 215-862-2218 strivieri@verizon.net
Assistant Treasurer |lanet Dotson 215-321-0277 janet_dotson@yahoo.com



mailto:jceslak@comcast.net
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PTO COMMITTEE CHAIRS - 2009/2010

Art Goes To School Deb Pellen 215-579-9594 dpellen2@hotmail.com
Artist In Residence Alison Elder 215-321-6102 raelder5@verizon.net
Assemblies (co-chair) Kris Koseski 215-321-7530 disney6005@aol.com
Assemblies (co-chair) Kelly Fischer 215-579-4488 fischeryar@comcast.net

Birthday Books

Jeanne Markey

215-321-5017

jeanne.markey@lazard.com

Birthday Books

Karen Mealey

215-493-8658

kkmealey@comcast.net

Cub Scouts Liason

Carin Marschean

215-321-8624

cmarschean@yahoo.com

Directory

Aileen McQuarrie

215-862-0191

aileen.mcquarrie@comcast.net

Diversity (co-chair)

Robyn Johnson

215-968-7516

ripharm@hotmail.com

Diversity (co-chair)

Kathy Coolahan

267-364-5091

kcoolahan@comcast.net

E-News Editor

Deena Weitzel

215-579-9929

theweitzels@juno.com

Family Activities (co-chair)

Denise Michalowski

215-579-0585

michalowskifamily@comcast.net

Family Activities (co-chair)

Randi Bauernshub

215-369-3637

gamberl@comcast.net

Field Day

Deb Pellen

214-579-9594

debpellen2@hotmail.com

Flex Program

Donna DeSimone

215-598-3508

donna@kirkslane.com

FUNDRAISING:

Book Fair (co-chair)

Karen Mealey

215-493-8658

kkmealey@comcast.net

Book Fair (co-chair)

Nancy McAlister

215-493-9322

nam0612@aol.com

Cash Back Programs (co-chair)

Beth Mullen

215-504-7430

brmullen@yahoo.com

Cash Back Programs (co-chair)

Marie Kiefer

215-860-2124

kieferfamily9@comcast.net

Spring Fair (co-chair) Karen Boyd 215-860-3290 theboyd6@comcast.net
Spring Fair (co-chair) Beth Pomeroy 215-968-2828 brpomeroy@hotmail.com
Great Americann Fundraiser |Ed Tate 215-504-2725 eftate@comcast.net
Market Day Clancy Strobel 215-579-6368 msclancy@comcast.net
Supplemental Fundraising Kim Smith 215-321-7072 kimsmi@verizon.net
Supplemental Fundraising Lori Gettis 215-862-3680 Igettis@gsservicesrx.com

Supplemental Fundraising

Nancy Kovacevich

215-321-4753

NTKovacsl@verizon.net

Homeroon Liason

Lyn Riley

215-493-0844

lyn.riley@comcast.net

Hospitality

Betsy Kruse

215-369-4327

betsykruse@hotmail.com

Landscape

Nancy Heyrich

215-862-5045

naheyrich@aol.com

Middle School Liason

Deb Emery

215-862-6631

dafemery@comcast.net

Owl's Hoot Editor

Michelle McDermott

215-860-2417

m.mcdermott4@comcast.net

Playground Caroline Gromlich 215-321-7655 cgromlich@aol.com
Publicity Michelle Hennemann 267-392-5017 mbhenne@aol.com
Publishing Tiffany DiMedio 215-860-8111 tiffany@dimedio.com

School Board Representative

Kristin Meranda

215-321-6285

kdmeranda@hotmail.com

School Spirit (co-chair)

Leslie Stiffler

215-862-1937

mobystif@comcast.net

School Spirit (co-chair)

Lori Preston

215-579-1559

dlpres@comcast.net

Secret Shop Kris Koseski 215-321-7530 disney6005@aol.com
Secret Shop Jennifer Koza 215-321-8222 kozab@verizon.net
Showcase Jennifer Koza 215-321-8222 kozab@verizon.net
Sunshine Tracy Tushar 215-369-8229 tbtushar@verizon.net

Superintendent's Council

Diane Conway

Web Administration

Aileen McQuarrie

215-862-=0191

aileen.mcquarrie@comcast.net

Welcome

Jean Scott

215-968-2402

jeanzscott@msn.com

Yearbook-Administrator

Jane Willenbucher

215-369-9994

jwillenb@gmail.com

Yearbook-Lead Photo (School
Events)

Kari Ries

215-493-3291

kariries@hotmail.com
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