
January’s Words 

to Learn By: 

Improve 

 Encourage 

 Be Understanding 

   

Check out          

the new                          

PTO Website at 

www.sfepto.com 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL: PATRICE PLADSEN 

Dear Parents, 

The new year brings change for many of us.  We renew promises of better eating and 
fitness routines or resolve again to break bad habits or embark upon self-improvement 
programs.  Likewise, at Sol Feinstone, the new year brings new resolve.  We begin 
this year by renewing our commitment to reducing backpack paper and improving 
electronic communication. With these goals in mind, we will continue to make use of 
our email system—Sol Feinstone E-news.  This email system combines the communi-
cation of both the school and the SFE PTO.  This single communication channel dem-
onstrates our belief that the school and the home (as represented by our PTO) work 
best when working together.  We appreciate the support of the PTO in managing our 
email list and sending out timely communication. 
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    THE OWL ’S HOOT 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy New Year ! ! !   Sol Feinstone Ele-
mentary’s 2008 school year holds great op-
portunities for fun and learning experiences.  
The PTO is proud to sponsor many of these 
events for our children and teachers.  Here’s 
an update on coming events: 

The Holiday Honor Books deadline has 
been extended until January 7th, 2008.  This 
is a great opportunity for your child to honor 
a teacher or administrative member of our 
SFE community.  Please check our website 
www.sfepto.com for more information. 

Family roller skating night at the Palace 
Roller Skating Fun Center in Philadelphia is 
on January 15th.  Please bring a friend and 
plan to have a great time this year! 

The PTO sponsored Earth Assembly will take 
place on January 8th and 9th. Please be sure to 
ask your child about this amazing experience. 

Our Diversity Committee is sponsoring Inter-
national Day on January 25th.  This event’s 
participants will share information about 
other countries and cultures with our 2nd and 
4th grade students.  Check our website for 
further information. 

Please register and join our SFE Email 
list.  Simply log onto our PTO website 
directly, or select Sol Feinstone on the 
www.crsd.org site and click on the PTO 
icon.  This will ensure you are on both the 
Principal’s and the PTO’s mailing list (this 
is one list).  If you are not sure if you are on 
the list already, simply register again and 
you will be confirmed as on the list, or you 
will be added as a new user.    

Many, many thanks to all of our parents, 
teachers and faculty members who support 
and help the PTO during the school year.  
Remember, it’s not too late to get in-
volved!  Add SFE PTO to your New Year’s 
Resolution list.  Simply attend meetings, or 
serve on a committee.  This is a fun way to 
meet new people, while helping others.  
For info about each committee, log onto 
our website and click on the PTO commit-
tees icons in the left margin. 

On behalf of the SFPTO Board and Com-
mittees: 

May all of your days be great                      
In the year 2008 ! 

Ellen Petri, SFPTO President 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

• CR Education Week  1/14-17 
Classroom Visits 1/14-16 
Parent Workshops 1/17 

• Earth Balloon:  1/8-9 

• Family Roller Skating Night: 
1/15, 6:30pm-8:30 pm @ 
Palace Roller Skating & Fun 
Center 

• No School:  1/18&21 

• International Day:  1/25 

• Market Day Pick-up:  1/28, 
3:30 pm -4:30 pm 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

COUNSELOR’S COR-

NER 
Pg.3 

PTO BULLETINS  Pg. 4 
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL:  PATRICE PLADSEN  (CONT.) 

Accordingly, you will note that each Thursday you will receive an email from our school.  This email will remind 
you to check our SFE website for eFriday folder news. To better understand this process, we are providing some 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

 

What is an e-Friday folder?                                                                                                                                
Throughout the week, we will post School and PTO flyers or information on our website. This information can 
be found by visiting our website www.crsd.org and using the drop down school menu to find Sol Feinstone. On 
our school’s homepage you will find a link at the top for eFriday folder. 

If the information is already on the website, why send out a weekly email?                                                      
We recognize that parents’ lives are busy ones.  Trying to remember to check the website can be difficult.  Our 
weekly reminders will help you to know what’s new EVERY week.  These emails will also make it easy for you to 
get to our eFriday folder by clicking on the links provided. 

I saw a link for an eFriday folder on the CRSD website. What’s that?                                                            
You can find community based flyers on this website.  For your convenience we have a link to this on our website. 

How can I find a calendar of events?  I used to like the calendar attached to the newsletters.                  
Again, we have combined the school and PTO information on our calendar with a link right on the SFE homepage.  
You can look at the entire school year to find any event scheduled for the entire year.  We hope that this improves 
our communication because, as soon as an event is scheduled, it is placed on our calendar.  You no longer need to 
wait for that monthly newsletter to come home. 

Suppose I don’t want to receive these weekly emails?                                                                                                     
You can always unsubscribe, however, recognize that this is now our primary communication channel.  You may 
miss important, timely information without these emails. 

If we are going paperless, why do I still get  flyers?                                                                                                                
The rule of thumb is that if we need return information (permission to go on a field trip, for example) or if the 
document is “complex” (such as our Market Day flyer) backpack flyers still make sense. 

 

We appreciate your willingness to migrate with us to a more effective communication system that also allows us to 
reduce our reliance on paper in the backpack and become more environmentally sensitive.  We will continue to 
evaluate the effectiveness of our system and tweak accordingly.  Wish us luck!  Best of luck to you, also, with your 
New Year’s resolutions.  Happy New Year to all of us! 

 

Sincerely, 

Patrice Pladsen 

Principal 
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Friends 

Friendships are a natural, healthy part of our lives.  However, sometimes children can lack the confi-

dence to make friends or have difficulty maintaining friendships.  Children need the opportunity to prac-

tice friendship. 

 

  Here are some suggestions that help children foster positive friendship behaviors: 

 

♦ Tell your child that everyone likes to hear good things about themselves, so it is a good idea to 

tell your friends what you like about them and the things that they do well. 

♦ Remind your child of how much he/she likes it when someone listens to him/her.  It makes you 

feel important.  Your child should understand that when you listen to your friends, it makes them 

feel important, too. 

♦ Your child should understand the importance of sharing with friends and treating them with kind-

ness and courtesy. 

♦ Don’t allow your child to exclude certain children from play activities.  Everyone should be able 

to have fun together. 

♦ Your child should understand that if friends hurt your feelings or are mean, it is important to 

speak up for yourself, ask an adult for help or, if all else fails, don’t play with them. 

♦ When your child is angry with a friend, tell him/her to tell the friend exactly what the problem is.  

Advise your child to be calm, not to call names, or bring up old fights. 

♦ Emphasize the importance of admitting you are wrong as soon as you realize it. 

♦ Tell your child that if a friend says, “I’m sorry,” it is a good idea to thank them for the apology 

and quickly go on with your play. 

 

    Taken from: Pass Along Papers:  52 parent Handouts Ready to Pass-Along  By:  Barbara and Carly Kuczen 

 

  

Save the Date 

Council Rock Education Week is coming in 
January 

Classroom Visitations:  January 14—16 

Parent Workshops: January 17th  
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Fundraising Update                                                                                                 
Cari Grundman 

 

The Sally Foster orders have been delivered, and I am pleased 
to announce that the school made over $6500.  Special con-
gratulations to Dani Goldberg and Nathan Frick for their out-
standing sales of $450 each.  As a reward, they and a friend 
had a special lunch with Mrs. Pladsen in her office (she even 
made dessert!)  The top selling classroom, Mrs. Durkin’s 4th 
grade had a blast at their pizza and ice cream soda party.  A 
special thank you to Linda Houser who helped enter in all the 
orders, and to all the volunteers who worked to unload, check 
and deliver them. 

The Kidstuff coupon book sale also went incredibly well, as we 
made $4500.  Last year, our net was less than $1000.  Thank 
you to all who supported this fundraiser! 

The next fundraiser will be the lollipop sale during the week of 

February 11th, and the mural notecard sale will take place this 

Spring.  More details to come! 

YOUR PTO AT WORK 

BIRTHDAY BOOKS       BIRTHDAY BOOKS       BIRTHDAY BOOKS       BIRTHDAY BOOKS        

Karen Mealey 215-493-8658 & Liz Tolkach  215-579-4948  

The following students have recently celebrated their birthdays by 
donating books to the library.   

Zack Bauernshub 

Audrey Browning 

Elizabeth Brunnquell 

Julian Bossbaly 

Isabella Cozzarin 

Christopher Farese 

Tara Fish 

Michael Gehrsitz 

Timothy Gehrsitz 

Sabrina Green 

Ethan Hartman 

Marissa Hsu 

Gabrielle Lockett 

Zachary Newman 

Monica O’Donnell 

Emma Riley 

Evan Riley 

Matthew Roda 

Kendall Scott 

Tyler Shields 

Arya Shukla 

Andrew Stern 

Meg Tammaro 

Adam Taylor 

Troy Vile 

Emily Walther 

Kristi Wenger 

Check out the updated calendars! Log onto www.CRSD.org, click on the SFE webpage, then 
click on the calendars option on the top bar. 

Holiday Honor Books   

The deadline has been 
extended!  If you would like 
to make a book donation in 
honor of your child’s teacher, 
please  refer to our PTO 
website for the link to 
download the donation form.  

Any questions, please contact 
Karen Mealey, 215-493-8658 
or Liz Tolkach, 215-579-
4948. 


